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Camshafis operale directly on tha valves viz
cam foflowers, The shime used for valve ad-
justment have been reocated: under the fol
lower. - This nacessitaies camshalt remaval
whesn adjusling valves

Chutch ‘Is typleal wet, n_-nt.ﬂu-dlsc. Foir, zdlnm
Mikuni carhiurators are rubber-mounted 1o pre-
vent vibration-induced tuel frothing.

W S )
Instrements are similar 10 those Mied 1o 1he 21
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Kawasaki KZ650

Big Bike Performance And Comfort At A
Cons;derable Savings In Price.

ANCE. That's what Kawa-
sakin are mude of and whut b trads-
tiomally set them apan. Consader the

vty heat Nertons aml Triumphn, Enter thea
l-‘n-u'll'.l-t.'? It hardled beter, had good

mr:rfw:uttmludam
ﬂu!um bave yot 1o oqual. Now
s the KEBSD, o double overhead cam
Four thal will outrun maost 73,

Saying thet a 630 will cutmin most 7305 &
a bold smement indoed. bt Kowssaki hod
every confidence that ihe machine wowld do
Juist that. T proves i1, they inviled uk 1o the
famied Bonmeville Salt Flits for top-specd
runs, and then to Fujl Specdway in Jupin to

?§‘§

acvelerution srea o one e, Even s, sposih
wore im e |1 5-mph range. Translsso that o
sea level performance and you huve a ma-
chine cupabic of just ender | 20 mph.

On' 1o Japan and Fujl Specdway. The
unigquiness of the core demands Toll con-
cotitrtion ot firss, bl the oietitation period
alwo alkrwed time o gt the Bl of the mokor-
cycle, buitial wapressions of the bike were of
lightniess, quicknews, respomsivencss and
stalndity . ks oo tme st all o impaniod a ferlmg
of oomfon and confidence, Overall, it was
danmed mmpEessive

A trip down the stralghtaway hegan the rest
of the KZBSD i curesl. By the ond al the
sirnight, the hike was running flat out in top
geir. Stabality was eacellent, Ar the ond of
the straight, vou emer o 4-enpi harpin e,
# chanoe 10 tesd the bike's eacton during

diately leads to a Tefi- then i right-hand
awdeper (8 curve). A slight chearunce prob-
lem revealed itsell heoe When you really
lan into 4 tuem, W0y posiible o0 drag the

fantent way throogh this b o o pich it @
wnder Tull braiking. Comenmg i ks manmcr
redeces griwmd clesmace oven moe than
noemasl. making i poasible fo drig the
et .

Afier the harrpin’s apen, the Fujl trick
widens, Through the remaining night-han
swiepers the bike wis wossd oul. Stabiliy
remained good through seoomd, thanl, founh
aniel fifth geam. Just before the siraight it was
nccesary ¥ shifi down o fourth, At this
point, the bike had to be keanpd ower a far
o il would go m onder by ender ihe siraight
without huving iy beake . Once on the sraghi,
wie grabbed fifth gear. ucked in and wound
it g 10 D500 e, or just onder 120 myh.

What all this means s S the KZ680 1s
not & racer. The tires dnd suspenkion dne ob-
viousdy mot designed Tor that. Thie brakes fade
after several sbops from 100 mph, We don't
ofiticure sevieely, however, became you'll
never be shic o pusk this bike haed coough
an the sreel W ger @ temoble. The balace
between avallable engine powet, chassia gesl
chassin componeiits s an evon one.

To funhor qualify the 650's power and
halling, let's take a moument and Conpare
it to the 21, Phyicndly, the 650 is smalier
and lighter. Suspension is modirsaly befier
than the 2175, h.lriﬂ:fnlnhrthl'nmft-
it thanks t0 a

mummwmmm.
with the cige undesstandably goung o the 2.
The 650 covers. the quanicer mille m 13,1 s
onds; the 71 coverss i im 12,3, tn addunon,
the L1 has @ 10-mph topapeed advantage.
Unlike the 650, the 2 ha considerably mosy
engine than the chassi can handie, Conive-
quently, it wigghes much mone than. the
amalber Four

Styling of the rwe bikes o very smilar, bot
wechnically they hear Fithe resemblance. The
650y crankshalt and conmectmp rods e on
pluin bearmps. Primary drive w inken be-
tween the cemier two oy linders, and instoad
of e conventional gear, Kawnsaki chose
& very efficiont Morse Hy- Vo chuln. Center
drive bs & good way jo' go bechuse I dis-
Iribwites M crankahaf losd w e beanings
oqually. The manamission is intejgral and
lubricoled in common with the powes-
producing povtion of the cngime by a wet
sty The oil pump pickup & centrally lo-
cabed aiwl sufficicatly halfled 1o phevent ail

surging mnd submesuent air locking of the
pun

Firmmmmumlmll bt the cnmisluadt

{Continued on page 82

A drum brake s Loed at the runnlul:l ol &
diac.
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KAWASAKI

Corginued from page 12

valve arrangement shuws considerable
thought. The camshafts operute directly on
the walves vin cam followens, The shims,
used for valve adjustment, have heen relo-
cuted under the follower, This makes it (m-
possible for the shims o be Kicked out w
high rpmt. A secondary benefit s o reduction
of wopeend noise. As is common practice, four
carburetors are used for imoke. Exhiusl is
hundled by four individual header pipes that
merge mto two mufflers, Two mufilers we
msed primarily 1o eliminute & rosting-out
problem inherent in the four-individual-
muotfier design. One cylinder feeding one
traffler simply did not gencrnte enough heat
o remave the molsture produced by
condensution

Unlike the new Yomiobu, the Kow retalns
spoked wheels. Additionally, there are no
sell-cunceling turn signals. Features like

these winild be nice, bat their abdence js up-
derstandible i light of Kawusaki's desire 1o
well the 63K for cotmiderably less thain other
mpnutucturers” 7505 This is' sigmificont’ bes
Ccause it gives dealem something b tulk shout.
For example, if a customer comes (0 lonking
fior & 7500, a dealer can say, *Our 650 s betier
becavse i will outperfonm most 7504 al &
price scarcely above thal of most HE8
Faollowing the same logi, 11 a cusimner

shopping fora 500, the dealer can say, ~ Wy

mol speddd Just 8 Githe extra amd pet o G507
Aller all, bigger i betier, gt

The KZ650 moy be o mutoroyvels of unus-
wal displacement, bal Wal i precisely: whil
Kuwasaki intended. Tt will apgeal 10 mione
than ane market segment (300c and 75lec),
and will da it bn terms of Both price and pee
tormance, The machine is definiely o hun-
dler. [t ss Tight in feel and Bas enough power
for either wouring or spirited rding. Add 10
thase qualities the focr thit the chasss s
capable of handling all of the engine's power,
and you hiave a very desirable maching
indeed.

KAWASAKI KZ650

SPECIFICATIONS

List price , .. -51985 !upprm:]
Empmilnﬂ ‘frant . telescopic fork
Eulpunmun,mr oo SWIRGHING aTm
Tivm, FrOOE o iiiiecasissrs vanserhidefl
Tire, resr ... .. Ll 018

Eﬂu[l‘m ypr . Jour-stroke, dohe Four
Bore % ateoke, (0., mm

o 2M:21:! 62 x 54
Piston ﬁtnn-nm nt, G In.m:

Compression ralm . .85
Clairmisd. 5& @ §S00
Claimed tor qua @ rp:rn It
; 41,8 @ 7000
Carburetion . ... 4] 24mm ik
CLit e A battory and coil
T e e S WEL 5UTR
Oll capacity, pt. .. dhavaiia i
Fuel almctv.us.ml Y .

Recommandad fuel
___________ wnleaded or low-laad

S‘:lrtlﬂu mm ....... electric, kick
Alr Fittration . - dry, treated paper
POWER TRAMNSMISSION
0 [T 1T e e e multh-plate, wat
Primany driva .., Moms Hy-Vo chain
Final drive .. o5 singie-row chain
Gear ratios, ovéraliz]

L PR e e T e

dth ..

3l . %

o

1st...
DIMENSIONS
Whealbase; in . o...iooieaaaii . BEB

Ground clearance, in, ..., - ]
Front inri raka anghs, dnnrwl- Vimikd
R e S e e e L o .25
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